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AMERICAN POLITICS DISCUSSED IN COMMEECIAL 
LETTERS, 1764-1766. 

London Septem' 21, 1764. 
Dear Cousin — 

Politicks are at a stand at present and will I believe remain 
so till the meeting of Parliament ; it is supposed then there 
will be a strong push between the majority and minority — 
there can be no judgement formed on which side the scale 
will turn. The Papers every day Itig in an acct. of this great 
personage & t'other having joined the Minority, and that 
before the next meeting of Parliament the minority will be 
the Majority, are all without the least foundation and serve 
merely to fill up a vacant page. 

The thing that at present engrosses the attention of the 
People, is the relief of the Palatines, which to the honor of 
the Nation they have amply done, as you will see by the 
Papers. 

It is hoped that on the meeting of Parliament they will 
see into the Absurdity of some of the Acts Passed last 
Session with regard to America, and amend them, — it is 
surprising what little knowledge the Parliament & People 
in general have of us ; one should think that the last war 
would have given them a thorough insight into every 
particular. 

I am sorry things wear such a Gloomy face with us, Mr 
Allen I heard carry'd over orders from the Proprietors to 
relax in some Particular points which I hope will give satis- 
faction. The Ministry would be extreemly glad to have 
the Govern' of Pennsylvania in the King, as they detest all 
Proprietary Govern", thinking them inconsistent with the 
Perogative of the Crown. The Proprietors take great 
pains to keep in with the Court so that the Petition for the 
change of Government will not meet with success, and I 
believe it will be happy if it does not, as I am afraid were 
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it to take Place we should be deprived of those darling 
Priviledges we at present enjoy. ... 

Your affectionate Cousin, 

Samuel Meredith. 



LoNDOK 24 Feby 1766. 
Esteemed Fr'd. 

I have now to inform thee desiring thou wilt make it 
public for the general good, that yesterday morning about 
two o'clock after long Debates & sitting all Night the 
House of Commons divided on a Motion for the total 
Repeal of the Stamp Act ; and 'twas carried for the Repeal 
by a Majority of 108 the Numbers being 275 for the Repeal 
& 167 against it: which has afforded great Joy to every 
true Lover of his Country here & I make no doubt will do 
the same in America, & I do heartily congratulate them 
thereon. Many have been very assiduous & zealous in 
bringing about this happy event, and among the rest our 
worthy Frd Benj* Franklin Esq : has had no small hand, 
and richly deserves the Thanks of his Country. 

I have very good Grounds also to conclude that the 
Repeal will also pass the House of Lords and become 
effectual; so I hope it may be productive of very happy 
Fruits in the Removal of every Appearance of Discord & 
in the Promotion of a happy Union & durable Peace and 
Tranquility between these and your Parts of the same 
King's Dominions, which I hope will become united by 
Representation. I am very respectfully thy ready 

Fr'd to Serve 

Tho^ Crowley. 



Halifax Feb^ 26* 1766. 
Gentlemen 

We had the Pleasure of your esteem'd Favour of the 
14* December, inclosing your Memorial, setting forth the 
many oppressive & destructive Measures, lately imposed 
upon the Colonies in America, wherein we are fellow suf- 
ferers with you, & feel too sensibly the distressing Effects 
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occasioned by such unsalutary Laws. Animated by these 
impending Dangers, can assure you we have been as active 
as our Situation would admit. 

The first Step we took was, presenting a Memorial to the 
Lords of the Treasury in October Last, praying that the free 
Importation of Gold & Silver from the Spanish Main to the 
Colonies might be permitted, to this we reced a favourable 
Answer with a Copy of the Minutes of the Board of Treas- 
ury relative thereto, which gave us great Satisfaction, & we 
doubt not by this Time you feel the happy Effects of that 
Trade being open & free from the arbitrary Interuptions 
of our Men of "War. Since then we have corresponded with 
the London Committee of North American Merchants, & 
with their Approbation sent up a Petition to the House of 
Commons, complaining of the great Decay of our Trade to 
North America, praying for a Repeal of the Stamp Act, 
& at same Time exerted our little Influence with some 
Members of the House to unite in the Repeal of this Act. 
We have now the Pleasure to give you Joy in the great 
Probability of this Happy Event. Last Friday, after debat* 
13 Hours on this Subject, between the Hours of 2 & 3 on 
Saturday Morning the Question was put, which the new 
Ministry carried it by a Majority of 108 in the House of 
Commons, it has turned out a political Point, & seems to be a 
Contest between the old & new Ministry to try their Strength. 
We hope the same Influence will be held in the House of 
Lords, & that we may soon enjoy the Happy Effects result- 
ing from a Repeal of this oppressive Stamp Act. (Verte.) 

When we can render our American Friends any good 
Services, they may rely on our steady Attachment to their 
Interest. I remain with a most sincere Regard to all the 
Gentlemen, for M' H. Hamer & Self 
Gentlemen 

Your m" obed' hble Serv* 

Christ^ Rawson, 



